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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENTe DECEMBER 17, 2017
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Witness to the Light (John 1:6-8, 19-28)

| wonder how Bill Gates felt when he learned that, according to Forbes Magazine’s ranking of the richest men
in the world, he had fallen to number two? His place at the top of the list had been taken by Jeff Bezos, the
Amazon billionaire. Do the world’s billionaires secretly compete with one another, each striving to be first in
power and influence? Or are they content to be very, very wealthy and very, very influential?

John the Baptist and Jesus of Nazareth had no aspirations to be the richest men in Judea. The riches that they
sought were for the Kingdom of God, not the kingdom of men. But nowhere do we have any indication that
John ever sought to be more than he was, or that he aspired to one-up Jesus. John was a puzzle to the
Pharisees and Levites, the ruling religious authorities in Jerusalem. They asked him if he was the Messiah. No.
Was he Elijah? No. Was he the Prophet? No. Well after they’d run through their top rankings and he hadn’t
claimed any of the positions, they wanted to know who he was.

John described himself as the soundtrack for the one who was coming, one that they didn’t know. He was
the road crew, straightening the crooked road for the one who was destined to travel after him. The
authorities were frustrated by the vagueness of his answers, but what they failed to realize was that John
had no interest in impressing them. He knew who he was and he knew what he was destined to do. He was
preparing the people for the coming of the Lord.

The gospel of John puts it much more eloquently when he describes John the Baptist this way: “There was a
man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that
through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.”

To be a witness to the light is a momentous role. We can all, like John the Baptist, be witnesses to the light of
the Lord this Advent Season. Jeff Bezos may be on his way to becoming the world’s first trillionaire. He may
lead us to new far horizons with his space travel projects. He may alter the way we do our grocery shopping
by his acquisition of Whole Foods. He may transform the world of journalism by his ownership of the
Washington Post. He may dominate the list of the world’s richest people, or he may fall to another position
as someone else takes his place.

These lists change as money and power shift in the unpredictable world of business. The light of Jesus does
not change, or shift, or alter, no matter what is going on in our everyday world. There is no listing of the
lights that shine the brightest in God’s kingdom, because the nature of holy illumination is not to seek
rankings. There is room for all of us to shine in service to the Lord. We are witnesses to the light of the

World. Shine brightly!
Fr. Hubenl

CHECK OUT our website: www.olgpnj.org
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Mass Intentions

FOR THE WEEK €
Dec 16-17

+ James Horton, Jr. ADULT CHOIR

requested by Justina Horton

Joan Zawislak (Living) for Healing
requested by Pat and Tom Clark
December 17"

+ Arthur Delling

requested by Ann Delling

+ Frank Longden

requested by Jean and Dennis

+ Julia Messerle
requested by Mary Vitale

+ Wladyslaw Dubij
requested by Her Daughter
+ Orlando Renna
requested by Mary Renna
+ Deceased Members of the Lavornia Family
requested by Donna Lavornia CANTOR
+ Harry Trawinski

requested by The Trawinski Family

December 18'

+ Elizabeth Casale

requested by Walter & Georgina Easterbrook

+ Ronald Capalbo

requested by Lucille and Dave Hardin

+ Joseph Donald DeBoise

requested by hIS wife, Patricia and family
December 19

+ Fred Montalbano

requested by Pat Golczewski

+ Mary Stetz

requested by Thomas and Ivania Cioffi
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People of the Parish

+ John Peterson

requested by Dorothy

December 21°

The Burke Family (Living)
requested by The Von See Family
December 22™

For the Souls in Purgatory
requested by OLQP

December 23

+ Nowak Family

requested by RR

+ Deceased Members of the
Naimoli and Kane Families
requested by Jill and Mike Kane
Daphne Halliwell (Living) for Healing
requested by Pat and Tom Clark

December 24"

+ Linda Cerino

requested by Ed Cerino

+ Marjorie Socha

requested by Brian & Glenda Socha & Family
+ Lubiejewski Family POLISH
requested by The Lubiejewski Family

+ Gerald Ruscingno

requested by Connie Ruscingo Kaufman

+ The DeSimone Family ADULT CHOIR
requested by Millie Brooks

People of the Parish

CHELSEA

CANTOR

ALTAR BREAD
For the week of December 16-22
Deceased Members of the Phillips Family
Requested by Vincent and Patricia Bellina

Yo
ALTAR WINE
For the week of December 16-22
Deceased Members of the Bellina Family
Requested by Vincent and Patricia Bellina

ALTAR CANDLES
For the week of December 16-22
Gerald Pluhar, Jr.
Requested by Pauline and Gerry Pluhar

ALTAR BREAD AND WINE
For the week of December 23-29
In loving Memory of Christa Felice
Requested by Mom and Dad

ALTAR CANDLES
For the week of December 23-29
Kevin, Sean and Larry Mayo
Requested by Mary Ann Mayo

PRAYERS REQUESTED FOR:

Baczews I,
Canino, Peter Carrion, Bill Chapman, Doris Colborn, John
DePietri, Joan Dundorf, Frank Floystad, Kathy Holley, Alan
Litz, Alice Lyko, Ann Mahon, Masucci Family, Clare Mayer,

Rose Armstrong, Marie B aurie Burton, MaryLou

Evelyn McCabe, David McClellan, Joseph Miller, Mike
Mooradian, John Picioccio, Genevieve Puso, Nicholas
Salleroli, Joann Somma, John Tenhula, Marlene Terhune,
Eileen Trahan, Joe Verboys, Ruth Wiedemann, Ann
Weinschenk, Barbara Zaccaro, Angela Zuccaro.

We remember and give God thanks for our
beloved dead: Paul Vizzi

THE POPEGS MONTHLY I N
DECEMBER 2017

The Elderly
That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian

communities, may apply their wisdom and experience to
spreading the faith and forming the new generation

Rosary Prayer Intentions for Dec em ber
(provided by Our Rosary Society)

Joyful Mysteries: May this Christmas season bring us

closer to Jesus and the Holy Family.

Glorious Mysteries: We pray for the release of souls in

purgatory that they are welcomed in the kingdom of

heaven.

Sorrowful Mysteries: We pray for those who are going

through financial, medical and/or personal family issues.

Luminous Mysteries: Prayers to raise awareness of the

persecuted Christians around the world, for the simple

belief in our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Dec 16-17 | Dec 23-24 | Dec 30-31
Conf&5 pm | Fr. Kamil Fr. Hubert Fr. Kamil
8 am Fr. Kamil Fr. Hubert Fr. Kamil
9 am Fr. Kamil Fr. Hubert Fr. Kamil
10:30 am Fr. Hubert Fr. Kamil Fr. Hubert
12 pm Fr. Hubert Fr. Kamil Fr. Hubert

TE



THIS WEEK

Altar Consecration This Afternoon

We welcome Bishop Arthur Serratelli this afternoon at 5:30
PM for a special Mass and Consecration of our new altar.
All are invited to attend this unique and historical event for
our parish.

Spiritual Christmas Cards
Rosarian Christmas cards for your special intentions, to be
remembered at Christmas Eve Midnight Mass at Our Lady
Queen of Peace, are still available for sale. Please contact
Fran Sarnella at 201-452-1428. ]

DECO

Preparing Church for Christmas the Chufch
We hope to complete most of the decorating for Christmas

on Monday, December 18 from 10 AM i 1 PM. If you are
avail able to help out, weod
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Christmas Eve
4: 00 PM CGhbil dr en
6:00 PM
10:00 PM Midnight Mass in English Hm

12:00 AM Midnight Mass in Polish

Schedule

Christmas Day
8:00 AM

9:00 AM in Polish
10:30 AM
12:00 PM

CHRISTMAS CONCERT THANK YOU

Thank you to all who attended and all who performed at
our wonderful Christmas Concert on December 3. Truly
our hearts and minds were inspired and prepared for the
Advent Season and the coming of Jesus at Christmas.

Q,

New Year's Eve Gala

Our Lady Queen of Peace will be hosting a New Year's Eve Gala

Sunday, December 31st in the school gym.
We welcome parishioners and friends to help us welcome in a

Happy and Healthy 2018.
Festivities begin at 8 pm - with closing at 2 am
50/50 and gifts will be awarded.
Tickets are $75/pp and are available at the
Parish Offices 973-728-8162

Proceeds will be used for altar renovation

Tickets are available after all Masses this
weekend in the Gathering Space.

NEXT CLASS: Sunday, December 17, 2017.

We ask all Confirmation students to plan to attend the
Mass and Consecration of the Altar beginning at 5 PM.
Details to come.

WE WANT YOU! We are looking for confirmed juniors and
seniors to be a part of our peer-led Antioch program that we
are revamping for our Confirmation two program. It is a very
enriching experience and looks great on college
applications, NHS hours, or anywhere else service hours
ar e required. I f -muaib wsbor stop ibyn
during one of our Confirmation two meetings.

CONTACT US at: youthministry@olgpnj.org Like us on
Facebook: Our Lady Queen of Peace Youth Ministry.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS CORNER

Breakfast with Santa Sunday, December 17
Don't miss Santa and a hearty belly filling
Breakfast at the Knights Annual Breakfast with Santa. The
elves have been busy preparing the eggs, bacon,

sausage, pancakes, muffins, buns and more. Bring the
"good" kids and all under 10 will eat free!!! Santa will be
there from 9 AM i 11 AM to get their last minute wishes.
Don't miss out on the best breakfast in the
parish...guaranteed!! Treats for all the children who attend.
8:30 AM - 11:30 AM.

Creche Display at Town Hall

The OLQP and St. Joseph's Knights have secured a 1 day
permit to display the creche in front of town hall on
Christmas Eve. We invite you to join us for even a few
minutes to show your support for why we celebrate the
season. A good turnout will let the township know the
impokafdice 6ftthe dag to our community. Please join us!
10 AMi 4 PM Sunday, December 24.



mailto:youthministry@olqpnj.org

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH

Sunday, December 17"

K of C Breakfasti 8:30 AM i 11:30 AM i Cafeteria
Baptisms i 2:00 PM 1 Church

Consecration of the Altar i 5:30 PM - Church
Both Confirmation Classes -5:30 PM - Church
Al-Teeni 7:30 PM - Gathering Space

Al-Anon i 7:30 PM - Annex

AA T 7:30 PM - Cafeteria

Monday, December 18"

Decorate Church for Christmas i 10 AM-1PM i Church
Tuesday, December 19"

Chi |l dr e n &dg5P8h €hurch

Adult Choir i 7:00 PM 1 Church

Boy Scouts Troop Committee i 7:00 PM i Gym
Wednesday, December 20"

Boy Scouts i 7:00 PMi Gym

Knights of Columbus 1 8:00 PM i K of C Hall
Thursday, December 21°

Bible Study i 7:00 PM i Library

Friday, December 22"

Parish Offices Closed

Polish Retreat i 7:00 PM i Church

Saturday, December 23"

Legion of Mary 1 9:30 AM i Library

AAT 2:00 PM - Cafe

Confessions i 4:00 PM i Church

Polish Retreat i 7:00 PM i Church

Sunday, December 24"

Knights of Columbus Crechei 10 AMT 4 PM i Town Hall
Christmas Eve Mass i 4:00 PM i Church
Christmas Eve Mass i 6:00 PM i Church
Midnight Mass in English i 10:00 PM i Church
Midnight Mass in Polishi 12:00 AM i Church

FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Parish belongs to all of us, and only through the
parish community can we achieve our goals. The
Challenge is Ours!!!

Parish debt as of December 3, 2017: $573,636.41

Sunday Donations

Sunday, December 10, 2017 $6,463.00
Diocesan Assessment $1,714.00

Immaculate Conception, December 8 $1,514.00

Our weekly goal $13,500

Bi shopds Annupadte: (AspfDecaniber 5, 2017)
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Hewitt

2017 Goal: $23,100.00
Pledged to Date: $21,935.00
# of Donors to date: 95

SHOP-RITE GIFT CARDS
Week Ending December 10, 2017
Sold i $3,790.00
Profit i $189.50
Total Profit since July 1, 2017 7 $3,736.75

FOOD PANTRY ITEMS

Tuna, Pasta Sauce, Canned Fruit

GREAT WAY TO BEGIN THE NEW YEAR
Join us for an Afternoon of Reflection

SHARE -A-GIFT THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who participating in the Share-a-
Gift Ministry: all those who provided gifts, all those who
helped pack them up, and all those who distributed them.
More than 430 gifts were packaged into 85 bags, providing
gifts for 140 children in 55 families.

ALTAR CLEANING

Week of December 17, 2017
Team 41 Mary Schouten and Cecilia Cassella




